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Distinguished conductor to lead mid-year concert

Saree Salter

AN ALL-AGES community
orchestra proves the power
of music always prevails.

Launceston Youth and
Community Orchestra (LY-
CO) is preparing for a mid-
year concert performance at
The Branch in Kings Mead-
ows on Friday, June 21.

Distinguished violinist
and conductor Christopher
Bearman is the newest
conductor of the communi-
ty orchestra.

With an extensive career
spanning over two decades
in both the UK and Australia,
the 74-year-old said he was
excited for his "debut con-
cert'.

"l came to Tassie after
retiring from the Newcastle
Conservatory where 1 got
involved in musical activity
here," Mr Bearman said.

"For the last four vyears,
[ have been involved with
youth music with the Tas-
manian Youth Orchestra - so
when I finished there in De-
cember, the musical director
at LYCO invited me to come
to the community orchestra
in Launceston - so this is my
debut concert."

Mr Bearman

said the

Christopher Bearman OAM conducting the Tasmanian Youth Orchestra in Albert Hall in 2022. Picture by Phillip Biggs

wonderful thing about the
community orchestra was
the wide age range, with par-
ticipants ranging from 13 to
90 years old.

"It proves that music is
something that people of all
ages can do and meet for,
purely because they love to
play,” he said.

"There is a wide range of
people - all with different ex-

periences, some are teachers
and some simply love to play
an instrument.

"My job is to enjoy it with
them, and ensure we do
our best but not make it
too intense."

Mr Bearman said he
hadn't conducted a commu-
nity orchestra in a decade,
and it was refreshing to be
doing it again with the com-

munity's young people.

"When you work profes-
sionally, there is an emphasis
on excellence and getting it
right, whereas you get results
by enthusiasm and the joy
of playing in a community
orchestra,”" he said.

"The results may not be the
same, but the essence of the
music will always be there.

"It's a great thing to be do-

ing, I am still as enthusiastic
about it at 74.

'T always say: don't under-
estimate the importance of
community playing - it un-
derpins everything."

‘It's a great thing to
be doing, | am still as
enthusiastic about it
at 74’

- Christopher Bearman
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Parry promises
‘law and order’

Former senator
Stephen Parry says he
wants to bring "law and
order” to the Montgom-
ery electorate.

Mr Parry will contest
the Legislative Council
seat of Montgomery for
the Liberal Party in May,
Premier Jeremy RocKiIiff
revealed on Saturday.
The seat is currently
held by Liberal MLC
Leonie Hiscutt, who
confirmed she would
step aside after her

son, Casey Hiscutt,
announced he would
contest the seat as an
independent.

Mr Parry said Ms
Hiscutt had turned the
Montgomery electorate
into a "great Liber-

al seat”.

Saturday
TattsLotto

Draw 447/7. Winning
numbers: 34, 40, 12,

23, 36, 38. Supplemen-
taries: 8, 30. Division

1: $541,052.71. Division
2: $10,738.55. Division

3: $907.45. Division

4: $2750. Division 5:
$17.25. Division 6: $9.60.



